CHILLIWACK CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT (113th CBC) – 15 December 2012
This was the 113th year for the Audubon Christmas Bird Count (CBC). The Chilliwack Field Naturalists participated for the 35th year in the CBC on 15 December 2012.  The Chilliwack (BCCH) count covers a ~24.07km diameter circle reaching from Cultus Lake in the south to Deroche and Harrison Bay in the north.  The western part of the circle  enters the east end of Vedder Mountain and all of McGillivray Game Reserve (Bert Brink Wildlife Management area) while the easternmost sections of the circle reaches almost to the centre of Rosedale, most of Slesse Trailer Park and the peak of Elk Mountain.  Audubon also collects and prints birds observed in the Chilliwack CBC count week (cw), this year Dec. 12th to 18th, 2012. This shows birds that occur in the count area but have eluded counters on the count day, so next year, be sure to report birds that you saw 3 days before or after the count but was not locate on the count day. You can go anywhere in the 24.07km diameter count circle for a cw bird.  Temperatures were at +1 to +2°C with light winds and dry in the morning, turning to moderate winds with wet snow obstructing vision in the afternoon.  Despite the afternoon snow, we had a good count this year with all counters doing an excellent job of finding and identifying birds!  
A total of 32 route counters and 15 feeder watchers observed 102 different bird species plus 5 species for count week for a total of 107 species and 41,155 individual birds.  Despite the afternoon snow storm this year and a large drop in the number of counters, we saw 9 species more this year than last.  The total individual count was good with 41,155 individual birds, yet down from the extreme high of 65,978 individuals and 93 species in 2011.  For comparison on the 2009 count day we had 99 species and 31,606 individual birds.  In the cold year of 2008 we had 89 species on the count day with 20,313 individual birds.

Five new birds for Chilliwack were observed during the CBC and the count week. ‘New or Rare’ birds are defined as birds never before seen on the Chilliwack CBC. 'Rare' birds include birds that are unusual species. For simplicity and clarity that means 'new/rare' birds are birds that have not been seen on our count for 4 years or more.  Two rare birds observed on the CBC included a Western Tanager and a Lapland longspur.   Three other rare species observed in the count week from 12 Dec - 18 Dec 2012, included a Slaty-back Gull and a Swamp Sparrow by Gord Gadsden and a Pine Grosbeak by Denis Knopp.  Other elusive birds located in the count week but not observed on the count day included a Mountain Chickadee by Jason Osterhold and a Northern Pygmy Owl by Denis Knopp.
This year 11 species broke high record numbers of individuals. The record breaking high counts were with 22 Snow Goose, 2998 American Widgeon, 91 Northern Pintail, 184 Eurasian Collared Doves, 4 Great Horned Owl, 2 Barred Owl, 35 Anna’s Hummingbirds (16 more than last year), 3 Marsh Wrens, 12 Lincoln Sparrows,  71 Red Crossbills, 1593 Pine Siskins. The following three species are down only one bird from their highest count number with 5 Common Loon, 8 American Kestrel, 20 belted Kingfisher. 

There were low numbers of owl again species this year - 2 Barn Owls and 4 Great Horned on count day, and 1 Northern Pygmy-Owl during the count week (cw). Two woodland birds the Pileated Woodpecker and Ruffed Grouse were not found at all this year.

This year's high of 184 Eurasian collared doves has risen from the first CBC sighting in 2008 when counters saw only 5 doves.  Are we going to see increasing numbers of this bird as they continue to expand their range or are their numbers levelling off as 165 birds were seen in 2011?
Thanks again to Cliff Jury from the Wild Bird Store for getting his customers to report all the hummers they saw on count day, collecting all of the 35 Anna's hummingbird seen on count day!  Cliff also got the first Western Tanager observed on count day coming to a feeder near Vedder and Keith Wilson Road from one of his customers, a bird that definitely should be in the south this time of year.
Since the Chilliwack count started 35 years ago in the winter of 1978-79, our participants have found a total of 155 confirmed and 5 unconfirmed species in the Chilliwack area.  The confirmed number of course depends on the final tally accepted by Bird Studies Canada (still waiting for the acceptance of the five new species for this year).

Click on your Regional Editors e-mail address (dickcannings@shaw.ca) to contact him. All regional summaries are contained in American Birds, (http//www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/index) which can be accessed through the Audubon CBC home page.  For more information contact Denis at 604 858-5141 or bcwilddenis@uniserve.com.  Please pass this summary of the count on to others that may be interested.

Thanks for all your help and good Birding!

Denis Knopp

