CHILLIWACK CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT (115th CBC) – 20 December 2014
This was the 115th year for the Audubon Christmas Bird Count (CBC). The Chilliwack Field Naturalists participated for the 37th year in the CBC on 20 December 2014.  The Chilliwack (BCCH) count covers a ~24.07km diameter circle reaching from Cultus Lake in the south to Deroche and Harrison Bay in the north.  The western part of the circle  enters the east end of Vedder Mountain and all of the Bert Brink Wildlife Management area (McGillivray Game Reserve) while the easternmost sections of the circle reaches almost to the centre of Rosedale, most of Slesse Trailer Park and the peak of Elk Mountain.  Temperatures on Dec 20 were at +4 to +6°C with light winds and rain in the morning, with the rain stopping mid day with light rain in the afternoon.  We had a good count this year with counters doing an excellent job of finding and identifying birds!  
On Dec 20, 2014, a total of 45 counters and 2 feeder watchers observed 96 different bird species, 35,241 individual birds but no new species. Despite relatively good weather, we saw 2 species less this year than last year.  The total of individual birds (35,251) was down, resulting in 5,850 fewer birds than 2013 and down 30,734 from the extreme high of 65,978 individuals with only 93 species in 2011.  
For comparison our numbers on the 2009 and 2013 count days were 99 species both years with individual birds totalling 31,606 in 2009 and 41,091 in 2013. In the cold year of 2008, we had 89 species on the count day with 20,313 individual birds.
This year 11 species broke high record numbers of individuals. The record breaking high counts were 51 Snow Geese, 6 Common Loon, 12 American Kestrel, same number as last year, 8 Merlin, 44 Anna’s Hummingbirds, 689 Black-caped Chickadees, 19 Brown Creepers, 130 American Pipits, 246 Spotted Towhees, 467 Song Sparrows, 2444 Dark-eyed Juncoes.
Three owls species were found this year: 3 Barn Owls, 1 Barred Owl and 1 Northern Pygmy-owl.  Good news, most of the normal hawks were here in good numbers again this year.  For rare birds, this was only the second ever sighting of a Hutton’s Vireo recorded for the Chilliwack CBC.
In 2013 I asked “will the numbers of EU Collared-doves continue to rise and be higher again in 2014”? The answer is: No.
This year's count of 337 Eurasian Collared-doves shows that their numbers may have levelled off.  On the first Chilliwack CBC sighting in 2007 of EU Collared Doves, counters saw only 2 doves.  Eurasian Collared-dove numbers by year to present are: 2007-2, 2008-5, 2009-38, 2010-57, 2011-165, 2012-184, 2013-365, and this year 2014-337 down slightly, 28 birds from 365 last year.  
A number of people have asked me if there is an impact on our native Mourning Dove from the Eurasian Collared-dove.  I don’t know the answer to that question but the last Mourning Dove recorded on our CBC was the first year that the Eurasian Collared-dove was recorded in 2007.  The Mourning Dove was never common on our CBC being recorded every 3.5 years on average. It has now been 7 years since the last Chilliwack CBC recorded Mourning Dove, twice the average number of years as pre-Eurasian Collared-dove counts.  Mourning Dove numbers were dropping already and the full impact to the Mourning Dove will take some time to validate.  The good news about the rise in the Eurasian Collared-dove numbers is the rise in raptors over the same time period.  From 1978 to 2006 in a 28 year period, the CBC raptor average (of those capable of capturing a Eurasian Collared-dove for diner) was 9 raptors. On the CBC in the last seven years since the Eurasian Collared-dove arrival, the average has jumped up to 26 raptors.  Something has brought the raptors here and I don’t think it was land development.
Audubon also collects and prints birds observed in the Chilliwack CBC count week (cw), which this year ran from Dec. 17th to 23th, 2014. This shows birds that occur in the count area but eluded counters on the count day. So next year, be sure to report birds that you saw 3 days before or after the count that were not located by anyone on the count day. You can go anywhere in the 24.07km diameter count circle for a cw bird.  
No new bird species for Chilliwack were observed during the CBC or count week. ‘New’ birds are defined as birds never before seen on the Chilliwack CBC day or week. 'Rare' birds include birds that are unusual species. For simplicity and clarity that means 'new/rare' birds are birds that have not been seen on our count for 4 years or more.  The only rare bird observed on the CBC this year was a Hutton’s Vireo in the Yarrow area.

Since the Chilliwack count started 37 years ago in the winter of 1978-79, our participants have found a total of 164 confirmed species in the Chilliwack CBC area.  The confirmed number of course depends on the final tally accepted by Bird Studies Canada. 
Click on your Regional Editors e-mail address (dickcannings@shaw.ca) to contact him. All regional summaries are contained in the Audubon publication American Birds, (http//www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/index) which can be accessed through the Audubon CBC home page.  A new feature this year is web accesses to all CBC circle at http://audubon.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=87992bb4fea643f6b044488f48528eae.  For more information contact Denis at 604 858-5141 or email to bcwilddenis@uniserve.com.  Please pass this summary of the count on to others that may be interested.

Thanks for all your help and enjoy the Birds!

Denis Knopp

